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1. Life of the association.
Three new Representatives for France have been named.
Bechir Ben Sassi for Tunisair.

Claus Becker for Lufthansa.

Zyad Hussni for Syrianair.
2. Internal meetings.
13 November: Full session.

See English and French report.

The guest of honour was Bernard Mabille new managing director of Carlson Wagonlit.

3. External meetings.
6 November: meeting with Yemenia on the main files in progress.

12 November: meeting with Iranair on the main files in progress.

19 November: administrative commission of the civil aviation (CAAC)
This commission had until now competence to inform the files of infringements to the regulation of the slots.

Its role was to put forward recommendations to the Minister for transport on the amount of the fines to be inflicted to the contravening companies.

It should be noted that the Minister has, until now, always followed the recommendations of the CAAC.

To this role, which is maintained, the commission was seen adding advisory competences as regards complaints of the passengers on the base of the European regulation n° 261/2004 of February 11th, 2004 of consumer protection in the event of boarding refusal  and cancellation of flight or important delay of a flight.
For this first meeting with extended scope, a limited number of files was to be studied, but it is known right now that the next meeting of the commission will have to study a number much larger of files because of the increasing conscience of the passengers to the exercise of their rights and a greater propensity to carry complains near the administration and the civil jurisdictions.

On the basis of observation made during the deliberations (confidential) of the CAAC, I draw the attention of the companies members of BAR France to their interest to answer most quickly and most exactly possible the mails which theirs are addressed by the DGAC and to avoid leaving mails without answer.
25 November: work meeting with the FNAM on the preparation of the cocoéco Airports of Paris of the next months.

The two organizations have a common overall picture of the difficulties encountered in the relations between the airline companies even if, on the level of the actions, their conclusions are different.

The position of BAR France was defined, after dialog with the President and the board, by a memorandum of the 26 11 2008 which is used as basis for the various discussions.

Preparatory memorandum with the meeting of the cocoéco Airports of Paris 

of November 27th, 2008.
As an organization representative of many airline companies (on the whole 87), but particularly of 80 foreign airlines, our mission with respect to the airport is to defend their interests in terms of quality of service but also in terms of operating costs.
For them, as for the other companies, the airport is the essential link of their activity. It is a link impossible to circumvent, enjoying a position of monopoly, in an economy in addition completely deregulated.
It is for that, among other reasons, that the CRE was elaborate like an economic adaptation mechanism for airport companies to realities of an economic activity of national interest and international dimension.
However, what is observed?
· On one side:
A national and international economic context completely damaged.
Current and potential effects important on the air traffics on all the sectors, except, up to now on the Latin America and the Middle-East. (reference IATA news 30 09 08)
(It should be noted that the unexpected fall of the oil price does nothing but mask more durable effects of the economic crisis.)
Prospects for 2009 with the fall of:
· professional traffics (increase in the number of companies failures, blocking of the credit for the companies, protectionist tendencies…)
· traffics with personal motivations (impact of the fall of the GDP, of consumption, increase in unemployment rate…).
· On the other side:
In the file Airports of Paris:
A mechanical application of mathematical formulas defined by a statutory text designed for a normal economic situation.
But without relation with the real costs.
Or, without detailed demonstration of a possible relation at the analytical cost, as that is however stated perfectly in the CRE.
From the point of view, legitimates for a purely liberal enterprise, of optimized profitability of the funded capital, but inadequate in the context of the airport.
For this whole of reasons, it appears to us that the mechanist application of the CRE, very far away from the real situation of air transport, must be revised to take account of an exceptional context of which the effects cannot be measured today but which will deeply affect the traffics and the results of the companies.
The V.2 article of the CRE forecasts a revision or an anticipated end of the CRE.
Without prejudging actions to be taken in fine, a thorough reflection should be carried out to revalue the procedure of the CRE.
From this point of view, the nature and the role of a regulator must be the subject of a deep re-examination, following the example of European provisions in preparation.
27 November: cocoéco Airports of Paris devoted to the tariff orientations for the period April 2009 - March 2010.

This meeting being non advisory did not give place to vote. That did not prevent the participating organizations and companies to protest against the prospect for big raises of the fees in a context of deep crisis of air transport and worldwide economy.

· Large files in progress.
· URSSAF on the company tickets (continuation)

· Protection against the possible failures of intermediaries.

See the minutes of the meeting of November 13th.

PAGE  
1

